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Originally published in 1970, Yonder Beautiful and Stately College Edifice   relates the story of 
Gettysburg College’s most venerable building.  It will  awaken memories of all those who lived 
there and inform readers who know Pennsylvania Hall best as an administrative building.
Erected five years after the founding of Gettysburg College in 1832, Pennsylvania Hall was 
designed to serve virtually serve all the college’s needs.  Students slept, ate, and studied there, faculty 
taught and advised under its roof, and the first two presidents lived there, as part of the college’s 
commitment to operating like a “well regulated family.”
Pennsylvania Hall changed with the times.  Periodically renovated, it emerged by the turn of the 
twentieth century as the largest campus dormitory and something more—the place most associated 
with powerful imagery of the Battle of Gettysburg.  
By the early 20th century, though dwarfed in size and overshadowed in function by Glatfelter 
Hall, Pennsylvania Hall retained its eminence in the hearts of alumni. For architecture buffs, 
Pennsylvania Hall represents a fine example of American Greek Revival style.  For members of 
the college community, it was “almost the symbol” of Gettysburg College, a dignified and graceful 
centerpiece of the campus.
How Pennsylvania Hall’s form and function changed over time is the central theme of   Yonder 
Beautiful and Stately College Edifice. .    Connecting the college’s history to national currents, Charles 
Glatfelter has produced a valuable treatise on the evolution of the small liberal arts college. 
Charles H. Glatfelter, ’46, served as a member of the Gettysburg College faculty for four decades 
(1949-1989), retiring as Emeritus Professor of History. He served as Dean of the College from 
1960-1966.  A prolific scholar of early American History, Glatfelter is also the author of a full-scale 
history of the college, A Salutary Influence   , published in 1987.
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To all of us who ever lived there
INTRODUCTION 
Standing dignified and understated in the center of campus, as it has since 1837, Pennsyl-
vania Hall is almost the symbol of Gettysburg College.  Were buildings able to talk, it would 
have much to tell about the origins and development of the college.  Because we are by nature 
present-minded, it’s all too easy to forget that Pennsylvania Hall was once the college edifice, 
housing students, library, chapel, dining facility, literary societies, classrooms, faculty offices 
and serving as home to two presidents. Both Charles Krauth (1834-1850) and Henry Baugher 
(1850-1868) resided with their families in a wing of Pennsylvania Hall’s second floor, as part 
of the college’s commitment to close supervision of its young scholars.
Because Pennsylvania Hall has served as an administrative center since its last major 
renovation (1969-70), generations of alumni know it mainly as a place they ambled past on a 
regular basis, or visited periodically for a meeting, or as a natural backdrop for a photo when 
family and friends visited.  But there are still many alumni who remember when Pennsyl-
vania Hall resounded with life as the college’s signature dormitory, albeit, by the 1950s, an 
increasingly decrepit one!
The author of this compact history, Charles H. Glatfelter, lived there during World War 
II. He made lifelong friends and memories as part of his experience.  It is to residents of 
Pennsylvania Hall that Glatfelter originally dedicated this book, though his intended audi-
ence includes everyone who cares at least a little about Gettysburg College and its history.
Inextricably linked to the story of Pennsylvania Hall is the history of Gettysburg Col-
lege, practically from its founding in 1832 by a determined Lutheran educator named Samuel 
Simon Schmucker and a cohort of forward-looking town leaders who recognized the cultural 
and economic advantages of having a college in their community.  Glatfelter deftly connects 
Pennsylvania Hall and the evolution of Gettysburg College to national currents, notably edu-
cational trends, wars and depressions.  He describes what happened in and around the build-
ing in the first days of July, 1863, starting with President Henry Baugher’s memorable words 
dismissing his restless students as the first artillery volleys could be heard west of campus 
on July 1:  “We will close and see what is going on, for you know nothing about the lesson 
anyhow.”
In fact, soldiers soon swarmed through the campus and into the college edifice.  While it 
is unlikely that Robert E. Lee used the Cupola as a viewing point to assess the terrain at Get-
tysburg, as suggested by Professor Michael Jacobs and subsequent college authors, there’s 
v
no question the battle transformed Pennsylvania Hall.  Hundreds of wounded Confederate 
and, after July 3, Union, soldiers were carried into the building for medical attention.  Many 
of them did not survive their wounds.  
In the aftermath of the battle, Pennsylvania Hall and the college gradually returned to 
normal operations; but the edifice would become a place of remembrance and commemo-
ration, as Glatfelter reminds us, most notably on special anniversaries of the battle, when 
soldiers and dignitaries (and more recently, flocks of historians) have visited to pay their 
respects and re-assess what Gettysburg meant to the Civil War.
A “chaste specimen of the Doric order,” as one observer described its Greek Revival 
form, Pennsylvania Hall was and continues to be an iconic campus building.  But it did not 
remain the only significant part of the built environment for very long. It was joined by the 
student-constructed Linnaean Hall in 1847, a presidential mansion in 1860, Stevens Hall 
(for the preparatory department) in 1867, a faculty dwelling in 1868, McCreary Gymnasium 
in 1872, and an astronomical observatory in 1874, as well as several service buildings. The 
primary challenge to Pennsylvania Hall’s ascendancy occurred in 1889 with the completion 
of Recitation Hall, later renamed Glatfelter Hall in recognition of the philanthropic support of 
the P.H. Glatfelter family. The sheer size and architectural distinction of Glatfelter Hall over-
shadowed Pennsylvania Hall.  But more important, it led to the latter’s conversion primarily 
to a dormitory, since much of the campus teaching, administration, and extracurricular life 
would henceforth be based in Glatfelter.  
During its service as what students would affectionately refer to as “Old Dorm,” the 
building enjoyed a number of upgrades and renovations.  A steam heating system was in-
stalled by the early 20th century, electricity by 1912, hot and cold running water by 1919. 
Floors, stairs and doors were replaced on more than one occasion, and by 1925 the three 
separate sections of the building were eliminated as walls between them were razed. A North 
Portico, named in honor of Charles Beachem (a highly regarded alumni secretary) was com-
pleted and dedicated in 1937, occasioning Milton Valentine Jr.’s observation that while Penn-
sylvania Hall had long since lost its dominant place in the built campus, it had “not lost its 
eminence in the hearts of those who rejoice to call Gettysburg College their alma mater.” The 
same could be said on October 24, 1970, when the building was again re-dedicated, follow-
ing a million-dollar renovation that restored its luster and enhanced its utility.
Charles Glatfelter’s meticulous account of Pennsylvania Hall’s evolution was welcome 
in 1970 as the building began yet another phase in its storied history.  It is welcome today, 
as Gettysburg College marks the 175th anniversary of its founding.  Yonder Beautiful and 
Stately College Edifice is a building story more than a social history.  For life as lived in 
Pennsylvania Hall one can consult old issues of college publications. Untold stories reside in 
vi
the memories of living alumni who recall the clanking pipes, silverfish in the bureau drawers, 
leaky faucets, pranks and pratfalls, as well as serious conversations about politics, course 
work, relationships, and the meaning of life.  The re-issue of this well-wrought study is a 
salutary reminder of how much the college experience matters to each of us—and how much 
Pennsylvania Hall has meant to Gettysburg College.
Michael J. Birkner
Professor of History
Benjamin Franklin Professor of Liberal Arts
January 2007
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Aerial view of part of the campus in the 1970’s.









“The College edifice  – well, you will all see it, as most of you know it familiarly, and I think... you will  
consent that it is in a good state of preservation.” President Milton Valentine, 1882
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commitment to operating like a “well regulated family.”
 
Pennsylvania Hall changed wi  the times.  Periodically renovated, it em rged by the turn of the 
twen ieth century as the largest campus dormitory and something more—the place most a sociated 
with powerful imagery of the Battle of Gettysburg.  
 
By the early 20th century, though dwarfed in size and overshadowed in function by Glatf lter 
Hall, Pennsylv nia Hall retained its emi ence in the hearts of alumni. For archi ecture buffs, 
Pennsylvania Hall r pr sents a fin  example of American Greek Revival style.  For embers of 
the college co munity, it was “almost the symbol” of Gettysburg College, a dignified and graceful 
c nterpiece of the campus.
 
How Pennsylv nia Hall’s form and function changed over time is the central theme of Yonder 
Beautiful and S ately College Edifice.  Co necting the college’s history to national curre ts, 
Glatf lter has produced  v luable treatise on th  evolution of the smal  liberal arts co lege. 
Charles H. Glatf lter, ’46, s rved s a ember of the Gettysburg College faculty for four decades 
(1 49-1 89), retiring as Emeritus Profess r of History. H  s rved as Dean of the College from 
1960-1966.  A prolifi  scholar of early American History, Glatf lter is also the auth r of a full-scale 
history of the coll ge, A Salutary Influ nce, published in 1987.
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